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NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION AGAINST BULLYING AND VIOLENCE 

Statement by Minister for Education 
DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [9.05 am]: Last year the Ministerial Council 
for Education, Early Childhood Development and Youth Affairs resolved that it should declare a National Day 
of Action against Bullying and Violence. Tomorrow, Friday, 18 March 2011, Australia’s first annual community 
awareness campaign will be held to address bullying. The event will be held on the third Friday of March each 
year. All Australian states and territories will be promoting activities to raise awareness and understanding. This 
year’s slogan “Take a Stand Together” highlights the important role of bystanders and the actions they can take 
to discourage bullying. 

The National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence provides a great opportunity for schools to harness 
the positive role of bystanders as part of a whole-school approach to creating safe and supportive school 
communities and to reducing bullying behaviour. We are all bystanders. As bullying affects and concerns us all, 
I encourage members to take action against bullying within our community. Bullying is a pervasive problem that 
affects all communities. One of my key responsibilities as Minister for Education is to address the way that 
bullying impacts on school communities. 

Since I became minister, I have consulted with and the state government has supported Edith Cowan 
University’s Child Health Promotion Research Centre led by Professor Donna Cross. Most recently, Professor 
Cross arranged for another world leader, Professor Christina Salmivalli of Finland, to visit Perth to provide 
advice to the Department of Education and Western Australian public school leaders on addressing bullying and 
violence in the community. The latest research, much of which has been led by the Child Health Promotion 
Research Centre and carried out in Western Australian schools, promotes the role that bystanders can play in 
reducing the impact of bullying. It clearly indicates that students who are being bullied find positive actions 
more helpful from peers than from adults. In fact, in the majority of cases, bullying stops within 10 seconds 
when peers intervene. I encourage all members to support the National Day of Action against Bullying and 
Violence, and to support the schools and communities in their electorates to tackle this issue. 
 


